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PLAINFIELD, NJ — December 2, 2022 - Dr. Angelica Allen-McMillan, Ed.D., Acting Commissioner 
of the New Jersey Department of Education visited Plainfield Public Schools’ DeWitt D. Barlow 
Elementary School and Maxson Middle School.  
 
Accompanied by the district’s administrative team, Mr. Darryl Palmieri, Interim Executive County 
Superintendent, Mayor Adrian O. Mapp, Board of Education Member, Vice President Hanae M. Wyatt, 
and Mrs. Jacqui Workman, Communications Coordinator for the City of Plainfield. Dr. Allen-McMillan 
had the opportunity to observe the diverse and innovative learning at both schools. At Barlow, Dr. 
Allen-McMillan visited a 5th grade Bilingual classroom and a Kindergarten Inclusion classroom where 
she was able to observe students using the Houghton Mifflin Harcourt Into Reading Amira Growth 
Measure Assessment. After visiting the Kindergarten Inclusion classroom, students presented Dr. Allen-
McMillan with a Barlow Bears drawstring backpack filled with the school’s paraphernalia. 
 
“It was an honor to have Dr. Allen-McMillan visit our district. We also had the pleasure of having Mr. 
Darryl Palmieri, Interim Executive County Superintendent, along with Mayor Adrian O. Mapp and his 
team and Mrs. Hanae M. Wyatt, Vice President of the Board of Education here as well. They all were 
able to see the great work our dedicated educators have been doing to ensure our students are receiving a 
quality education,” said Acting Superintendent Rashon K. Hasan.  
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As an educator who began her career in education as a substitute teacher in Essex County and later 
taught in East Orange Public Schools, Dr. Allen-McMillan is no stranger to the classroom. At Maxson 
Middle School, the commissioner visited a sixth-grade English language arts class and a sixth-grade 
mathematics class. During the English language arts class, she led a discussion where students were able 
to ask questions about her tenure as the Acting Commissioner of Education and new policies and 
measures the Department of Education is taking to ensure the students of New Jersey are well educated.  
 
After visiting the district’s classrooms, the commissioner, along with the district’s administrative staff 
met and had a debrief session about the district and how the Department of Education can assist with the 
needs of district schools. Some of the topics included the uptick in student enrollment in district schools 
and adequate spacing for classrooms.  
 
“Watching her genuine interactions with the students and staff was invigorating. She is very 
knowledgeable and offered sound advice and recommendations to aid in our continued efforts to move 
our district forward,” expressed Hanae M. Wyatt, Vice President of the Plainfield Board of Education.  
 
Dr. Allen-McMillan holds a bachelor’s degree in industrial and labor relations from Cornell University. 
She earned a master’s degree in educational administration, as well as a doctorate in education, 
leadership, management and policy, from Seton Hall University.  
 
The Plainfield Public School District thanks Dr. Angelica Allen-McMillan and Mr. Darryl Palmieri for 
their visit to the district.  
 
For more information on this article or Plainfield Public Schools, please call (908) 731-4333 or email, 
communications@plainfield.k12.nj.us.  
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